
Year 3 – Spring
English – Non Chronological Report

Ancient Egypt

Core Texts Suggested Additional Texts

Meet the 
Ancient 
Egyptians

Knowledge for the writer
• Plan how you will organise the information you want to 

include, e.g. use paragraph & headings
• Gather information from a wide range of sources. 

Collect it under headings you’ve planned.
• Consider using a question in the title to interest your 

reader
• compose an opening that will attract the reader

or capture their interest. Use the opening to make    
clear what you are writing about.

• Include tables, diagrams or images that add or 
summarise information.

• Find ways of making links with your reader. You could 
ask a direct question

• Re-read the report as if you know nothing about its 
subject. Check information is logically organised.

Grammar Focus
- Expressing time, place and cause using:

- conjunctions: when, before, after, 
while, so, because

- Adverbs: then, next, soon
- Prepositions: before, after, during, in, 

because of
- Specific/technical vocabulary to add detail
- Use a comma after a fronted adverbial
- Compound sentences using co-ordinating 

conjunctions: and, but, or, so, for, nor, yet
- Complex sentences using subordinate 

conjunctions: until, although, even if
- Quantifiers: enough, less, fewer, lots of, none 

of, both, each, every, a few, neither, either

Egyptology: 
Search for the 
Tomb of Osiris

Everything 
Ancient Egypt

Egypt Magnified

Structure
- Heading
- Opening
- Sub-headings
- Paragraphs
- Diagrams/Pictures

Language
- Present and past tense
- 3rd person
- Formal tone
- Topic specific vocabulary
- Causal conjunctions
- Comparative conjunctions
- Generalisers for 

comparison
- Range of complex and 

compound sentences
- Range of subordinate and 

relative clauses

Purpose/Audience
To provide detailed information about the way 
things are or were by organising and categorising 
information. 

WMG
NCR



Progression in Non Chronological Reports -

Year 1/
Year 2

After a practical activity or undertaking some research in books or the web, take part in a 
discussion in another curriculum subject, generalising from repeated occurrences or 
observations. Distinguish between a description of a single member of a group and the group in 
general e.g. a particular dog and dogs in general. Read texts containing information in a simple 
report format, e.g. There are two sorts of x...; They live in x...; the As have x..., but the B’s etc.

Assemble information on another subject and use the text as a template for writing a report on 
it, using appropriate language to present , and categorise ideas.

Year 3/
Year 4

Analyse a number of report texts and note their function, form and typical language features:

• introduction indicating an overall classification of what is being described
• use of short statement to introduce each new item
• language (specific and sometimes technical) to describe and differentiate
• impersonal language
• mostly present tense
Teacher demonstrates research and note-taking techniques using information and ICT texts 
on a subject and using
a spidergram to organise the information.

Distinguish between generalisations and specific information and between recounts and 
reports, using content taken from another area of the curriculum.

Analyse broadcast information to identify presentation techniques and notice how the 
language used signals change.

Teacher demonstrates how to write non-chronological report using notes in a spidergram; 
draws attention to importance of subject verb agreements with generic participants (e.g.) 
family is…., people are…

Write own report independently based on notes from several sources.

Y4/Y5 Collect information to write a report in which two or more subjects are compared, (e.g.) spiders 
and beetles; solids,
liquids and gases, observing that a grid rather than a spidergram is appropriate for representing 
the information.

Draw attention to the precision in the use of technical terminology and how many of the nouns are 
derived from verbs.

Teacher demonstrates the writing of a non-chronological report, including the use of 
organisational devices to aid conciseness such as numbered lists or headings.

Plan, compose, edit and refine short non-chronological comparative report focusing on clarity, 
conciseness and impersonal style.



Year 3 – Spring
English – Myths and Legends

Ancient Egypt

Core Texts

Ancient Egypt: 
Tales of Gods 
and Pharaohs

Grammar Focus
- Expressing time, place and cause using:

- conjunctions: when, before, after, 
while, so, because

- Adverbs: then, next, soon
- Prepositions: before, after, during, in, 

because of
- Use a comma after a fronted adverbial
- Compound sentences using co-ordinating 

conjunctions: and, but, or, so, for, nor, yet
- Complex sentences using subordinate 

conjunctions: until, although, even if
- Powerful verbs, synonyms for verbs such as 

“said” or “go”
- Inverted commas, dialogue punctuation, new 

speaker new line

Knowledge for the writer
• Make the characters larger than life by giving them 

supernatural powers or strong characteristics like 
courage and wisdom.

• Create a negative character who is the opposite of your 
hero: good and evil, brave and cowardly, strong and 
weak.

• Consider including a character who is a ‘trickster’ to add 
to the fun or to create twists in the plot.

• Choose a setting that gives a dramatic backdrop for the 
action: (a huge, dense forest, a mountain shrouded in 
icy fog or a wide, sun-baked desert).

• Weave description, dialogue and action together but 
don’t slow down the story with too much detail about 
who said what.

The Scarab’s 
Secret

The time-
travelling cat and 
the Egyptian 
Goddess

Suggested Additional Texts

The Egyptian 
Cinderella

Structure
- Plot often based on a 

long/dangerous journey, a 
quest or a series of trials

- Usually includes incredible 
or miraculous events, 
characters behaving in 
superhuman ways/with 
powers or help of 
superhuman beings.

Language
- Rich vocab showing 

power/splendour of 
characters/settings, eg 
“Hercules hurled the glittering 
spear with all the strength of a 
mighty army”.

- Similes
- Noun phrases
- Third person
- Past tense
- Use of symbols
- DialoguePurpose/Audience

Many cultures use myths to explain the world and its mysteries by 
handing down from one generation to the next. Myths can also pass 
on cultural, religious or spiritual beliefs and traditions.

WMG
Myth/Legend



Progression in Narrative Texts

Listening to and reading a range of stories on page and
screen which provoke different responses:

Creating stories orally, on page and 
screen, that will impact on listeners and 
readers in a range of ways

Year 3 •      Consolidate understanding of sequential story 
structure:
identify common, formal elements in story openings
and endings and typical features of particular types of 
story; notice common themes, similar key incidents and 
typical phrases or expressions. Note the use of language 
or music or camera angle to set scenes, build tension, 
create suspense.
• Recognise that authors make decisions about how the 
plot will develop and use different techniques to 
provoke readers͛ reactions; notice the difference 
between 1st and 3rd person accounts; take part in 
dramatised readings using different voices for the 
narrator and main characters.
• Identify examples of a character telling the story in 
the
1st person; make deductions about characters͛ feelings,
behaviour and relationships based on descriptions and 
their actions in the story; identify examples of 
stereotypical characters; make judgements about a 
characters͛ actions, demonstrating empathy or offering 
alternative solutions to a problem; analyse the way that 
the main character(s) usually talks and look for 
evidence of the relationship between characters based 
on dialogue.
• Settings are used to create atmosphere; look at 
examples of scene changes that move the plot on,
relieve or build up the tension.

• Tell stories based on own 
experience and oral versions of 
familiar stories; include dialogue to 
set the scene and present 
characters; vary voice and 
intonation to create effects and 
sustain interest; sequence events 
clearly and have a definite ending; 
explore relationships and situations 
through
drama.
• Write complete stories with a full 
sequence of events in narrative 
order; include a dilemma or conflict 
and resolution; write an opening 
paragraph
and further paragraphs for each 
stage of the story; use either 1st or 
3rd person consistently; use 
conventions for written dialogue 
and include some dialogue that 
shows the relationship between two
characters.

Year 4 • Develop understanding of story structure: recognise the stages of a 
story: introduction – build-up - climax or
conflict – resolution; appreciate that chronology does not always run 
smoothly, (e.g.) some events are skimmed over, others are told in 
more depth.
• Develop awareness that the author sets up dilemmas in the story 
and devises a solution. Make judgements about the success of the 
narrative, (e.g.) do you agree with the way that the problem was 
solved? Understand that the author or director creates characters to 
provoke a response in the reader, (e.g.) sympathy, dislike; discuss 
whether the narrator has a distinctive
͚voice͛ in the story.
• Identify the use of figurative and expressive language to build a 
fuller picture of a character; look at the way that
key characters respond to a dilemma and make deductions about 
their motives and feelings – discuss whether their behaviour was 
predictable or unexpected; explore the relationship between what
characters say and what they do – do they always reveal what they 
are thinking?
• Authors can create entire imaginary worlds; look for evidence of 
small details that are used to evoke time, place and mood. Look for 
evidence of the way that characters behave in different settings.

• Plan and tell own versions of stories; 
tell effectively, e.g. using gestures, 
repetition,
traditional story openings and endings; 
explore dilemmas using drama 
techniques, (e.g.) improvise alternative 
courses of action for a character.
• Plan complete stories by identifying 
stages in the telling: introduction – build-
up – climax or conflict - resolution; use 
paragraphs to organise and sequence the 
narrative and for more extended 
narrative structures; use different ways 
to introduce or connect paragraphs, ( 
e.g.) Some time
later…, SuddeŶly…, IŶside the Đastle…; 
use details to
build character descriptions and evoke a 
response; develop settings using 
adjectives and figurative language to 
evoke time, place and mood.


